
 
 
February 17, 2022  

 

RE:  Letter of support for A5019/S1969 

 

Dear Assembly Member Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas and Senator Robert Jackson: 

 

 The National Association of Social Workers, New York State (NASW-NYS) Chapter and New York 

State School Social Workers’ Association (NYSSSWA) support the intent of Assembly and Senate bills 

A5019/S1969. The eventual passage of a combined bill would ensure every public school district in the state 

would have the requisite resources to address the mental health needs of students.  

 

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, access to mental health services for school age children was a 

growing concern. In the 2018 report Social Emotional Learning: Essential for Learning, Essential for Life, 

the New York State Education Department stated that responding to the mental health needs of students was 

paramount to their mission of preparing students to graduate, pursue college or a career, and be responsible 

citizens in the 21st century. Since the beginning of the pandemic, the need for mental health services in schools 

has grown exponentially. Guaranteeing a school social worker in every school strengthens the support system 

for students, parents, teachers, and the community. When schools have the ability to address mental health 

concerns, students are more prepared to engage in a comprehensive learning environment, which supports 

the high standard of education for New York State residents.  

  

In response to your request for a letter of support, we offer the following for consideration: 

 

• In the purpose section of S1969 we recommend that the language noted below be contained in the 

final bill’s authorization language: “To ensure that all elementary, intermediate, middle, junior and 

senior high schools throughout New York State have at least a full-time licensed school social worker 

and a full-time licensed psychologist on staff to meet the needs of their students.”  

 

• However, recognizing that some rural locations may not require a full-time school social worker and 

psychologist at this time due to low student enrollment, that the minimum provision articulated in 

A5019 employing a full-time school social worker and psychologist in every school district can 

serve as the minimum standard for these designated locations.  As student populations increase in 

rural areas, based on a ratio of provider to population size, rural areas would subsequently be required 

to have a full-time licensed school social worker and school psychologist in every school. 

  

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to upend the lives of students and their families, many do not 

have access to mental health services. School staff are seeing the impact of the pandemic every day in their 

classrooms.  It is imperative that New York State students have access to school social workers in their 

schools.  The NASW-NYS Chapter and NYSSSWA enthusiastically supports A5019/S1969, along with the 

recommendations presented above.   

 

If you require any additional information and/or support from our organizations, please contact 

Tamara Walker at twalker.naswnys@socialworkers.org.  

 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to submit this letter of support. 



 
 
Sincerely, 

 

   

Samantha Fletcher, Ph.D., MSW 

Executive Director, NASW-NYS 

188 Washington Avenue 

Albany, NY 12210 

Tel: 518-463-4741 ext. 101 Fax: 518-463-6446 

sfletcher.naswnys@socialworkers.org 

Wendy Castiglia, LMSW  

Board President, NYSSSWA 

264 Rider Road 

Clayville, NY 13322 

Fax: (315) 624-1266 

wendy.castiglia@nyssswa.org  
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